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than 2000 years. Crocodile dung, lemons, weasles’ testicles, amulets E U R E I(A!

and potions have all been tried at some stage.’

Contraception was n

Arthur Birch. He refi chemical ree
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Method*—that allow activity of
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was used to produce
e steroid hormone pro
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women across the world take the oral
.} It is also the preferred contraceptive

cent of visitors to Australian Family
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The expanding human population still poses a
major challenge for our world.

The pill has played a role in reducing birth rates
in most developed countries to replacement
level. However, over 80 per cent of the world’s
population of 6.3 billion lives in developing
countries where there is an enormous unmet
demand for contraception.*®

Australia is surrounded by some of the most
densely populated and rapidly growing nations
on earth.

to me that this was the beginning of an e

Arthur Birch

-

Annual Report 2001-2002.

Short, RV (2001). The future fertility of mankind: effect on world population
growth and migration. Reprod. Fertil. Devel., 13, 405-410.

. Australian

1. Hymes, N E (1963). A Medical History of Contraception. I
- New York: Gamut Press.
i 2. Birch, A} (1944). J.Chem. Soc. 430.
3. Guillebaud, ) (1997). The Pill. Oxford University Press.
4. Sexual Health and Family Planning Australia (2002)
5
6.

>
g

Bureau of Statistics (www.abs.gov.au).



