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Australian animals are loved the world over because they are unusual.
It is precisely this oddness that is of particular interest to geneticists,
biotechnologists, physiologists, biochemists and pharmacologists.

We can find out more information about our genes and important
control genes by comparing our DNA with that of other animals.
Areas of similar DNA indicate genes that are biologically important
across all species.

The more important the gene’s job, the greater its similarity E U R E I(Al

between species.

ontrol genes.

e genes that regulate other genes. Their role
switch turning other genes on and off at the
Is these control genes that make the difference
angaroo and a human.

ny Graves plans to sequence the entire
ome in five years. Along with colleagues
ree, Des Cooper and Sue Forrest,

Understanding how genes work
in kangaroos and humans.

Identifying special marsupial
genes that might lead to
new human drugs or
improvements in agriculture.

Understanding the environmental
and genetic conditions that make
species prone to extinction,
leading to better protection
systems for Australia’s biodiversity.
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1. The Kangaroo Genome Project (http://kanga.anu.edu.au



