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Primary Connections: linking coast to coast

Primary Connections uptake in
Queensland

Support for the implementation of
Primary Connections in Education
Queensland schools is one of five major
elements of the Science Education
Strategy 2006-09. This year a total

of $1.4 million has been allocated to
Primary Connections activities, with
more than 90 per cent of that provided
directly to regions to meet teachers’
needs.

Primary Connections indigenous
perspective ‘pilot’ in Western
Australia

Development of an indigenous
perspective is central to the Primary
Connections project and has been
in progress since Stage 2 funding
was provided by the Australian
Government Department of Education,
Employment and Workplace Relations
towards the end of 2004. A draft
curriculum unit Plants in action with
indigenous perspectives was developed
in 2007. A pilot was conducted in
Western Australia in Term 4 of 2007
in a range of school settings including
urban, rural and remote schools, and
in a range of classes from years one to
seven. Eight non-indigenous teachers,
two Aboriginal Islander Education
Officers (AIEOSs), approximately 50
indigenous and 177 non-indigenous
students participated in the pilot.
Outcomes are very encouraging,
with pilot teachers reporting lots
of science and literacy learning
happening in their classrooms.
The teachers spoke of students
enthusiastically participating in
literacy activities and contributing
to the learning environment in ways
they had not seen before. The teachers
and students spoke about ‘two-way’
learning happening during the pilot,
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Students from Middle Swan Primary School display their journals
with students, teachers, AIEOs, parents o
and community members sharing g
information about indigenous plant ®
names, plant uses and management g
strategies. All teachers reported that @

the pilot had attracted plenty of
attention throughout the schools and
that they would all be teaching Primary
Connections again.

After completing the unit, Middle
Swan teacher Judith Pescodd and her
AIEO, Betty Whalley, said: ‘Primary
Connections is fantastic...we wish we
could do it all the time.” They added:
‘We can see so much benefit for the
students...[they] are more engaged in
the learning; it enables them to have a
voice, they are participating more, they
are putting their hands up and asking
questions. Even the shyest students
came forward and talked about what
they knew about plants.’

More information about Primary
Connections is available from www.
science.org.au/primaryconnections

Primary Connections
uptake of units

Over 74,000 Primary
Connections units have
been distributed Australio-
wide. The distribution

map shows the numbers
delivered in each state
and territory to the end of
January 2008.
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A student from East Narrogin Primary School
observes and records seed germination

|
PrimaryConnections

Linking science with literacy



