Khe Australian Academy of Sciencm
organising an international workshop on its

award winning program for primary schools,
‘Primary Connections: Linking science with
literacy’. It will be held in Singapore, from 14
to 16 July 2010. The three day seminar is
intended for trainers and decision-makers
of education systems from Asia and beyond
to help them become familiar with the
program and evaluate its applicability for
their country.

‘Primary Connections: Linking science with
literacy’ is an innovative approach to
teaching and learning which aims to
enhance primary school teachers’
confidence and competence for teaching
science.

A partnership between the Australian
Academy of Science and the Australian
Government Department of Education,
Primary Connections focuses on developing
students’ knowledge, skills, understanding
and capacities in both science and literacy.

Current research highlights that successful
science education requires teachers to be
supported not only with curriculum
resources but also with professional
learning to boost their pedagogical content
knowledge in the teaching of science and
literacy.

The Primary Connections program provides
both components, which have undergone
substantial trialling and evaluation. Twenty
research reports providing evidence of
impact are on the website.

Through interactive workshops, participants
develop their pedagogical content
knowledge and explore how to effectively
use, adapt and extend curriculum units to
suit their students' needs, or write their own

units using a unit planner.
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The seminar is organised by the Australian
Academy of Science in partnership with the
Federation of Asian Scientific Academies
and Societies (FASAS) and the Association of
Academies of Science in Asia (AASA).
Financial assistance has been provided by
the Inter Academy Panel (IAP). Some travel
and accommodation scholarships will be
available for participants from developing
countries.

Purpose:

- To share the learnings from the
development of the Primary Connections
program

- To build partnerships to investigate
adaptation of the inquiry-based Primary
Connections approach to the context of
other countries

- To foster international cooperation
between members of the Inter Academy
Panel to develop quality teaching and
learning in science.

For information @m
Primary Connections please visit
www.science.org.au/primaryconnection
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DATE CLAIMER DETAIL
Date and place:
From 14 to 16 July 2010 Venue:
Science Centre Singapore (SCS)

@ontents:

Underpinning principles of Primary Connections incl uding the
inquiry-based approach, embedded assessment and linking
science with literacy

Explore the professional learning program and the c urriculum
resources

Discuss the potential adaptation for other education systems and
contexts.

Trainers: Primary Connections consultants

Participants:
The seminar will host approximately fifty participa nts from Asia and abroad, as well as further
Singaporean participants.

Profile of the particijpants: education system officers, leaders of national programs for science
education, academics in charge of pre-service teacher training, school leaders and lead teachers of
primary science, and other stakeholders in primary or elementary science education.

Selection of participants:
Preference will be given to participants who have the potential to impact on a national initiative in
science education in their own country (public policy, teacher training institutions, pilot programs).
Applications are encouraged from a lead institution in this area.
Double applications (2 persons from the same country) are encouraged, if the profile of the
participants is complementary and guarantees a better dissemination of information within their
national system.
The participants must be proficient in the English language.

/COStSZ \

Costs for the training component are entirely covered by Primary
Connections during the whole duration of the seminar in Singapore.

International travel expenses, visa fees and accommodation are the
responsibility of the participant. Student accommod ation will be
available at reasonable rates. Some travel and accammodation
scholarships will be available for participants from developing

\countries. /
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Official invitation and registraticon form
will be sent early 2010

www.science.org.au/primaryconnections
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