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Earthquake explorers

Resource sheet 12

How big? Richter scale How often? (approximately)

Bigger than 10 Never recorded

10 Very rare – Once every 20 years

9 1 every year

8 18 every year

7 120 every year

6 800 every year

5 6,200 every year

4 49,000 every year

3 365,000 every year

Less than 2 (microquakes) 2,920,000 every year

Earthquake  
magnitude 

(Richter scale)
Australia

2.6 Australia (NSW)

2.4 Australia (NSW)

2.8 Australia (NT)

2.5 Australia (QLD)

2.5 Australia (SA)

4.0 Australia (SA)

3.1 Australia (SA)

2.5 Australia (SA)

2.2 Australia (SA)

4.2 Australia (SA)

2.5 Australia (SA)

3.6 Australia (TAS)

3.2 Australia (VIC)

2.4 Australia (WA)

3.2 Australia (WA)

Earthquake  
magnitude 

(Richter scale)

Neighbouring  
countries

6.1 Fiji

5.7 Fiji

5.5 Fiji

6.0 Indonesia

5.6 Japan

5.3 Papua New Guinea

5.4 Papua New Guinea

5.9 Papua New Guinea

5.3 Philippines

5.7 Philippines

6.1 Solomon Islands

6.9 Tonga

5.0 Tonga

5.3 Vanuatu

5.9 Vanuatu

Source: www.ga.gov.au/bin/listQuakes

Earthquake information: 
October 2008 and November 2008




