
Reopening of the Shine Dome 
Address by Governor-General of Australia 

His Excellency General the Honourable David Hurley AC DSC (Retd) 
Acton, 27 June 2022 

 

CHECK AGAINST DELIVERY 

Good evening. 

Linda and I are delighted to be with you on this significant occasion. 

The reopening of the Australian Academy of Science Shine Dome has been a long time coming – a 
little over two years, five months – and eagerly anticipated. 

It looks fantastic. 

When the hailstorm hit Canberra on 20 January 2020, Linda and I were in the United Arab Emirates 
for official engagements. 

We saw firsthand the impact of the damage around Canberra upon our return. 

It was severe and widespread and the Shine Dome bore the full brunt of the hailstorm. 

When I reflect on that weather event and the other big hits inflicted on our nation in recent years – 
fire, flood, drought, cyclones, a mouse plague and a pandemic – I am, perhaps counterintuitively, 
imbued with a sense of confidence and optimism about our future. 

That may sound like an odd or even glib statement to make. 

It is not. 

It is informed by, in part, my observations of the Australian character and the capacity of Australians 
to tackle and solve big problems. 

At our core we are a gritty, determined and innovative people. 

We see it an individual and at a community level. 

And we see it more broadly in your work and in the work of the scientific community you represent. 

Academy Fellows have dedicated their careers to science, to humanity, and to solving the world’s 
challenges and creating new opportunities. 

That’s what fuels my optimism for our future. 

The Australian Academy of Science has had a remarkable few years, despite the obvious disruptions 
to its workplace. 

It has helped improve Australians’ understanding of the benefits of immunisation. 

It has published a climate report on the risks to Australia of a warming world. 

It has launched a Champions Program to support the implementation of the decadal plan for 
nutrition. 



It has launched a STEM Women database to raise the profile of women in STEM. 

And, its three innovative school education programs have received multi-year funding to extend 
educational resources and program reach. 

These are significant achievements. There are many others. 

I was also delighted to see that four Academy Fellows were recognised in The Queen’s Birthday 
Honours List with appointments to the Order of Australia for outstanding service and exceptional 
achievements: 

• Professor Tanya Monro, appointed a Companion 

• Professor Jennie Brand-Miller and Professor Warren Ewens, appointed Officers 

• Professor David Gardner, appointed a Member 

Congratulations to all of you. 

Tonight, we’re here to reopen your building, the Shine Dome. 

It is an iconic building. 

Its architecture and design inspires and befits those who make a unique and valuable contribution to 
humanity. 

Put simply, it is a special place. 

Yet its real power comes from within – from its people. 

As elected Fellows of the Academy, you are amongst Australia’s best and brightest. 

Our nation relies on you, believes in you and is willing you to succeed. 

Thank you for what you do. 

ENDS 


