
Honey cakes  recipe
Makes about 24 cup cakes or enough  for the class.

Ingredients
250g unsalted butter (softened)2 tsp vanilla essence
1 cup honey
4 eggs
3 cups self-raising flour
1 cup milk

Procedure
1   Turn the oven to 180°C. 2   Line patty pans with 24-28 paper cases.3   Beat the butter, vanilla and honey until mixture is creamy.4   Add the eggs, one at a time, beating well between each addition.5   Fold in the flour and milk with a spoon or spatula.6   Divide the mixture between the paper cases.7   Bake in the oven for 20 minutes.

Honey cakes

Food ideas:
* Honey cakes 

 (see recipe)

* Honey joys

* Turkish honey treats 

 e.g. Baklava

* Dukkah (with 

 visible seeds),

 olive oil and bread

* Seed slice

Drink Eucalyptus 

(or Lemon Myrtle) tea  

sweetened with honey.

Do not make Eucalyptus tea from fresh leaves, only use commercially 

available teabags and follow instructions on the packet.

Decorate with branches, leaves, flowers and gumnuts from eucalypts and images of animals found on, or around, eucalypts, such as European honey bees. 

Do honeys made 

from different 

eucalypt flowers 

taste different?

Bring the Australian bush into your classroom or staffroom with these simple morning tea ideas.

Host your own  

Eucalyptus morning tea
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Printable koala 

masks included, 

see page 3 & 4.
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Decorate your morning tea 

with a range of Eucalyptus 

species and use the Among the 

gum trees identification cards 

to help to identify them. 

Teacher information

Other ways you could use the ID cards 

after Lesson 1 include: 

■	 Display the cards in the room during the unit 

as a reference for students to see flowers, fruit 

and leaves of eucalypts around the country. 

■	 Use the cards to look for similar eucalypts in the 

school grounds and/or in the local community. 

■	 Place the cards on a map of Australia to 

show their distribution. 

■	 Play games that focus on identifying the 

features of eucalypts, such as Guess who? 

(the card remains hidden and students ask 

questions to determine which it is).

Engage

Evaluate

Explain

Explore

These cards accompany the Among the gum trees curriculum unit. They were produced 

to respond to trial teachers’ requests for more materials about eucalypts. Each card 

provides scientific information about the features of a eucalypt found in Australia. 

The map indicates areas the tree is commonly found in the wild (with red areas being 

the most common); however, eucalypts can be planted in parks and gardens with little 

reference to where they are originally from. The scientific name of each tree is provided, 

but students can refer to trees by one of their common names. 

Suggestions on how to embed the cards within the Among the gum trees curriculum unit: 

 

At the end of Lesson 1, introduce the cards and ask students to make 

evidence-based claims about whether any of the trees they observed in 

the schoolyard are one of the eucalypts on the ID cards.

 

Note: It is important to introduce the cards after 
Lesson 1. The purpose  

of the Enga
ge phase is to elicit students’ thoughts, so formal definitions 

should not be introduced during the lesson. 

 

During Lesson 2, after students identify the fruit of the eucalypt from 

the parts of the tree they collected, distribute the cards for students to 

observe the similarities and differences between the eucalypt fruits.

 

At the beginning of Lesson 3, the flower images on the ID cards could 

be used for reference if no eucalypt flowers can be sourced, or to 

provide further examples 

of eucalypt flowers.

 

During Lesson 5, ask 

students to illustrate the 

life cycle of one of the 

featured eucalypts.

 

During Lesson 7, ask 

students to create an ID 

card for their eucalypt 

seedling, modelled on the 

ID cards, to be included 

in their letter to future 

students.
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Corymbia citriodora

Interesting facts 

Its lemon-scented oil found in the leaves is used to make 

perfume and insect repellent. 

These native Queensland trees are considered beautiful and 

are planted throughout southern Australia. In Perth they have 

spread and become weeds.

Common names: Lemon-Scented Gum,  

Blue Spotted Gum, Lemon Eucalyptus 

tree

buds

mature 

leaves

fruit

bark
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Eucalyptus caesia
Common names: 
Gungurru, Caesia, Silver Princess, Magna

Interesting facts 
The branches, buds and fruits are covered in a white powder 

that protects them from sun damage. 

This is a rare eucalypt that is only found wild in a small area of 

South-Western Australia.

This species has two different subspecies: one is a short tree and the other is taller.  

The taller one, pictured here, is the Silver Princess and is more  

commonly cultivated. 

Images: © Centre for Australian National Biodiversity Research; © Dr Pauline Ladiges
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The birds and the bees No need for analogies here: this is the time to literally discuss 
the role of birds and bees in pollination. Start discussions by 
asking students why honey items are included in the morning 
tea. Ask students to track back the journey of how the honey 
was made and discuss the benefits the bees and the plants 
get from the interaction.

Colouring conversations
While your class colour in their Koala masks,

ask questions such as:

* How do eucalypts help koalas

 to survive?

* What other mammals eat

 eucalypt leaves? (For example,

 Greater gliders, Ringtail possums)

* Why do you think only a few

 mammals eat eucalypt leaves?

* Are koalas a friend or a foe to eucalypts?

Whether you are teaching PrimaryConnections’ Among the gum trees unit, reading the Among the gum trees Information text or simply want to promote some scientific discussion, here are some tips to make your morning tea more educational. 

Make your morning 

tea educational

For the most fruitful discussions, host a class morning tea after the 
Explain phase of the Among 
the gum trees unit or after 
reading the Among the gum 

trees Information text.

Some native stingless bees make 
honey known as sugarbag.
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